Prof. Bennett on Leucocytliemia.
[July, new, collected with that zeal and industry which Professor Bennett has already displayed so conspicuously in other departments of pathological investigation; and digested with a care and discrimination which contrast most favourably with the crude and hasty speculations, wherein we too often find the observers of what they deem novelties indulging. The mode of publication which Professor Bennett has adopted, is one which, in a matter of this kind, seems to us peculiarly advantageous. Had he kept his first discovery to himself, and simply waited for fresh cases of the same kind, he would have been very long in accumulating such a series as could enable him to appreciate the real pathological value of the phenomenon,?that is, to decide whether it had an essential or a merely accidental connexion with the coexistent organic lesions. But by making known his observations as soon as they had become sufficiently numerous to afford a clue to further investigation, he has enlisted a large number of intelligent aides in his service, and has so largely profited by the materials they have contributed, as to have now collected no fewer than twentyseven certain, and at least six probable cases, of a remarkable alteration in the structural or histological character of the blood, whose existence has only been known within six or seven years past. And the collection and publication of this body of evidence, with his own deductions from it, in a complete and systematic form, now enables the profession at large to judge of the value of the new pathological facts, and of the physiological doctrines to which they are considered by Professor Bennett to lead.?Our task will in the first instance be the very simple one, of placing before our readers a summary of the facts which the observations of Professor Bennett and his coadjutors have brought to light; and this task is rendered easy by the mode in which the materials have been already digested by the author, whose own language we shall in great part employ.
In the Introduction, Professor Bennett gives the following account of the history of the discovery; from which it will appear that in the two firstobserved cases, the colourless corpuscles, which had undergone unusual multiplication, were mistaken for pus-corpuscles:
"On the 19th of March, 1845, I (pp. 126, 127.) In bringing to a close this notice of Professor Bennett's valuable monograph, we must take leave to express a doubt which occurs to us with regard to one of his inferences. He seems to consider that there is an absolute increase in the production of colourless corpuscles, under the circumstances to which he refers, because they bear an unusually large proportion to the red. Now it is to be remembered, that the proportion of red corpuscles is at the same time diminished to such a degree, that the whole aggregate of corpuscles is beneath, instead of exceeding, the normal average. Now, if it be true that the normal course of development of the white corpuscles tends to the production of the red (in one or other of the modes already specified), is not the accumulation of colourless corpuscles more probably to be attributed to an arrest of development, than to an augmented production? Supposing that we met with a population, not unusually dense (or rather the reverse), but presenting an extraordinary proportion of individuals under the average size; should Ave not rather infer that some circumstance had operated to check their growth, than that there had been an unusual multiplicity of births? It seems to us, too, that this view of the case is more accordant with the condition of the blood-making organs to which the morbid condition of the blood is attributed; for that condition seems usually to be one rather of perverted and degraded vital activity, than of an excess of normal action; and all analogy favours the idea, that the products of such organs should be disposed to pass into early degeneration, without going through their full course of development.
In cases where the blood has been so milky in appearance, and has presented so little colour, as to resemble chyle rather than normal blood, it seems obvious that the morbid condition is due rather to an arrest of the normal transmutation, than to an excessive production of chyle. 
